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In many pages of this Moon-book we have
the clear hints of the reality that underlies the
child's half-comprehended belief in the nearness
of Paradise and its identity with earth. The
longing for the moon and the cloud-horses of
the sky, or for the enchanted country depicted
at night by the shadows of the lantern, is a
clue to the child's faith.
Herbert Spencer saw in the appetites of the
child only the insatiable hunger of the beast-
innate at a lower stage. Rabindranath Tagore
has learnt to divine in them the first putting
forth of the desires which, being repeated in the
other plane of intelligence, seek out the path to
heaven itself. The signs indeed are clearly to
be read in certain poems, and in that entitled
" Benediction " they are given the effect of so
many direct intimations :
Bless this little heart^ this white soul that has won the kiss
of heaven for our earth.
He loves the light of the sun, he loves the sight of his
mother's face.
He has not learned to despise the dust and hanker after gold.
Clasp him to your heart and bless him.
He has come into this land of an hundred cross-roads.
I know not how he chose you from the crowd, came to your
^ and grasped your hand to ask his way.